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DEAR FRIENDS : 

When I first came to this Parish, I drove south 
through Lisbon and then turned right at the first cross-
road, a tall church steeple came into view, shimmering 
and glittering on the sky line. As I moved closer, I saw 
on a green grassy slope a red brick church and a large 
driving shed with a cemetery in the baCkground — St. 
James' Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

One hundred years ago this congregation was a 
prayerful wish. Yet with the determination of a few 
families and by the Grace of God, their wish became a 
reality. In December 1868, the congregation was organ-
ized and by July 5th, 1869, the cornerstone was laid. On 
October 10th, 1869, the church building was dedicated to 
the glory of God. Since then the congregation has faith-
fully served their Lord and Master and His church. 

Today, one hundred years later, you are celebrat-
ing the 100th Anniversary of organization, thanking and 
praising God for His many blessings. 

I am truly grateful that our Lord has seen fit to 
place me in this Gospel partnership with you, sharing 
your joy and happiness in this eventful period of your 
history. It is an honour for me to be serving you and 
sharing with you in Christian fellowship. I must praise 
all of you for your wonderful response to the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ in every phase of His kingdom's work. Today, 
we are looking back into the past as we think of the faith-
ful service of our forefathers. Tomorrow, we must look 
ahead. What is our task for the next 100 years ? It is 
the same as it always was. We must teach and preach 
the Word and administer the Sacraments so that God's 
saving grace may reach and transform every heart. God 
has not changed. For he is the changeless Christ in a 
changing world. "JESUS CHRIST, THE SAME YESTER-
DAY, AND TODAY, AND FOREVER" (Hebrews 13:8). 
Our Lord asks each one of us to continue in the faith 
demonstrated by our forefathers. May the good Lord 
continue to richly bless the congregation of St. James' 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

Yours in Christ, 
Orval E. Jansen. 



Rev. John Strempfer 	Rev. E. Holm 
	

Rev. 0. T. Stockmann 
	

Rev. John Alberti 
1876 - 1887 
	

1896 - 1912 
	

1912 1917 
	

1917 - 1920 

Rev. 0. Blue!'dorn 
	

Rev. Edgar Fischer 	Rev. Kurt S Dbbe 
1920 - 1924 
	

1924 - 1927 
	

1927 - 1930 

Rev. John Hamester Rev. Ausfin Roeder Rev. Wm. Nolting Rev. H. Binhammer 
1931 - 1938 	* See footnote 	1938 - 1943 	1944 - 1953 

Rev. Ralph Huras 	Rev. Walter Becker Rev. Elmer Oleson Rev. Orval E. Jansen 
1954 - 1959 	1959 - 1961 	1961 - 1965 	1966 - 

* Rev. Austin Roeder was the only son of St. James' who became a 
pastor. (He did not serve as pasior of St. James'.) 



THE CHURCH BOARD — 1883 

Seated, left to right: Jacob Horst, Rev. John Strempfer, Henry Stein; 

standing: Philip Knechtel, Conrad Roeder, George Schoenhals. 
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RIOR to 1868, Lutherans in North Easthope Twp. attended Zion Luth- 

O. eran Church, Philipsburg, in Wilmot Twp., which was organized in 
1843. They could not, however, attend Church or Sunday School regu-

larly because of the distance. It was for this reason that they decided to 
organize a congregation of their own. 

The first meeting was held on October 17, 1868 with eighteen mem-
bers present. They resolved to build a church on the farm of Christian 
Alles. He donated one half acre of land and an additional one quarter acre 
was purchased for the sum of Twenty Dollars. A building committee was 
elected consisting of Ludwig Liesemer, Henry Stein and John Lantz. 

At the second meeting, November 7, 1868, plans for the building were 
drawn up: 42' x 32' x 17'. It was to be built of brick with a gallery on 
three sides and a steeple. The contract was awarded to Mr. Eckardt Stein 
of Lisbon for Nine Hundred and thirty-five dollars. Donations which were 
promised to be paid with signatures amounted to Nine Hundred Dollars. 
The building was started early in the Spring. 

In December 1868, the congregation was organized as St. James' 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of North Easthope Twp. George Glebe, Lud-
wig Liesemer and John Seim were elected as the first church board. 

On July 5, 1869, the cornerstone was laid by Pastor Muenzinger. It 
contained a New Testament, Catechism, Hymn Book and some old coins. A 
history of the church was also read and placed in the cornerstone. Pastors 
Hengerer, Spring and Kassman assisted in the ceremony. 

The Dedication service was held on October 10, 1869 with Pastor 
Muenzinger officiating. Rev. Spring preached the Dedication sermon in 
German in the morning and in English at the afternoon service. His text: 
Habakkuk 2:20, "But the Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep 
silence before Him." Rev. Zahn preached at the evening service using the 
text, Acts 2:42, "And they continued steadfastly in the Apostles' doctrine 
and fellowship, and in the breaking of bread and prayers." Music was sup-
plied by the Tavistock Brass Band. The offering was Forty Dollars. 

On Nov. 28, a call was extended to Pastor Muenzinger of Philipsburg, 
signed by forty members. He became the first pastor and served the con-
gregation from 1870-1874. The first Holy Communion was celebrated on 
December 26, 1869 by fifty-one communicants. 

At a congregational meeting, January 1, 1870, the church board was 
enlarged. In addition to the three trustees, Conrad Merlaw and Christian 
Alles were elected as elders. On July 17, 1870 the congregation adopted its 
constitution. A baptismal font and offering pouches were provided. 

At the annual meeting of 1873, the congregation resolved to build a 
church shed. 

Rev. Muenzinger resigned in February 1874. A call was sent to Rev. 
Spring of New Hamburg. He was installed in 1874 and served the congre-
gation until 1876. 



In 1875, the congregation asked permission from Synod to join the 
Stratford District of the Canada Synod. 

In 1876, a call was sent to Rev. John Strernpfer who served the" con-
gregation until 1887. The sante year an organ was purchased and Mr. Con-
rad Becker became the first organist; his salary. was Five Dollars a ,  year. 

In 1880; the congregation voted unanimously in favour of building a 
parsonage. John Lindner sold one-fifth of an acre of the North.East corner 
of his •farm, .fcr the building- of a parsonage, for Twenty-five Dollars. A 
house and barn were built at a cost of nine hundred and sixty three dol-
lars. In 1882 an addition was made to the parsonage for teaching Confir-
mation Classes. 

In 1884, a church bell was purchased weighing eight hundred pounds 
and Costing two hundred and twenty dollars. The name of the bell is "Con-
cordia". It was dedicated on March 23, 1884, by President Veit of Synod. 

On January 2, 1887, Pastor Strempfer who had received a Cali from 
Zurich, preached his farewell sermon. 

On February 24, 1887, Pastor E. Hoffman took over the pastoral duties 
of the congregation. He served the congregation for two years resigning in 
1889 to accept a call to Hamilton. 

Rev. H. Sander, of 'Penfield, N.Y. was then called. He wis installed as 
Pastor of the parish on May 5th 1889. 

In June1889, the congregation -decided to hire an architect to draw up 
plans for a new brick steeple, and also 'to plan changes to the interior of 
the church. The dedication of tho new steeple which cost eight-hundred 
and eighty-four dollars, took place on September 17, 1890. Rev. ,Hoffman 
and Rev. Strempher officiated. 

Upon the resignation of Rev. Sander, on July 17, .1896, Rev. E. Holm 
of. Williamsburg, N.Y., beeame Pastor and served for sikteen yearS. 

In 1890, an addition was built to the church shed at a cost of three 
hundred and.  fifty. dollars. 

In 1904, a new ceiling was put in the church and the interior was re-
decorated at a cost of two hundred and three dollars. A bequest from the 
estate of Miss. Anna Koch was used to buy a red velvet carpet and new 
red paraments. The brass candle holders and altar cross presently. .on our 
altar, were donated at this time by the late Mr. and Mrs. John B. Berg of 
Amulree. 

In 1910, ,  the summer kitchen was removed from the parsonage and 
the house' was enlarged in length by twenty feet. The entire house was 
bricked. The total cost was $1146.25. 

In 1912, Pastor Holm who had become an invalid resigned and Pastor 
Otto Stockmann of Linwood was called to serve the congregation. 

ln 1915, a well was drilled at the parsonage. In 1916, a church seal 
was purchased. It was centred with a cross and, had the name and place 
of the congregation encircling it. 



A view of the interior of the church - 1910 

The church and shed - 1910 



The Sunday Church School 

The Congregation 



The Church Council 

Front row: Norman Snider, Seibert Cook, Wilfred Kneisel; 

back row: Val. Knechtel, Rev. Jansen, John Lindner 

The Sunday Church School Teachers 

Front row: Mrs. Ivan Stueck, Mr. Austin Schmidt, superintendent; Miss Jean 
Knechtel, Mrs. Austin Schmidt; back row: Mrs, Michael Emerich, Mrs. John 
Lindner, Mrs. Jozef Glob, Mr. George Undner, Miss Shirley Cook, Miss 

Diane Kneisel. 



The Centennial Committee 

First row: Mrs. Jozef Glab, Mrs. Val. Knechtel, Mrs. Seibert Cook, Mrs. Gor- 
don Hammer, Miss Yvonne Lindner; second row: Seibert Cook, Wilfred 
Kneisel, Val. Knechtel, Rev. Jansen, Norman Snider, John Lindner; third 
row: Miss Gloria Roeder, Miss Jean Knechtel, Mrs. Ivan Berg, Mrs. John 
Schmidt, Mrs. Edward Lindner, Mrs. George Lindner, Mrs. Austin Schmidt; 
fourth row: George Lindner, Lloyd Schmidt, Ivan Stueck, John Horst, Aus- 

tin Schmidt, Murray Lantz. (Absent: Mrs. Wilfred Kneisel). 

The Lutheran Church Women 

Front: Rev. and Mrs. Jansen ;  second row: Mrs. Addison Schmidt, Mrs. Elmer 
Roeder, Mrs. Albert Stueck, Mrs. Geo. Lindner, Mrs. Mabel Wagner, Mrs. 
Edwin Dotzert; third row: Mrs. Edward Lindner, Mrs. John Horst, Mrs. Nor- 
man Snider, Mrs. John Schmidt, Mrs. Austin Schmidt; back row, Mrs. J. 
Glab, Mrs. Gordon Cook, Mrs. Val. Knechtel, Mrs. Gordon Hammer, Mrs. 

Donald Dotzert, Mrs. John Lindner, Mrs. Michael Emerich. 



in 1917,, Pastor Stocktnann accepted a call to Trinity .  Church at Se-
bastopol. The congregation called Pastor. John. Alberti. of Greenlake, 
0ntario.. 

_In 1919, extensive ,renovations of the chtirCh took place: .The exterior, 
including the bricks, was painted. The interior was -rédedorated and new 
windows and two new chancel chairs and.pews were installed. *any other 
smaller repairs were made at a total cost of on& thousand and tWenty dol-
lars. The church was re-dedicated on the 50th anniversary of the building 
of the Church, Sunday, October 5; 1919. 

- 
On Sunday Febniary 8, 1920; the baptishial fOht Pi.esentbr tiSed in the 

church Was dedicated. The text used for this occasion waS"MattheW 28: 
18-20. Ori October 31, 1920, Pastor Alberti accepted a call from St. Peter's 
congregation of Logan Twp. His successor, Rev. 0. Bluehdorn,' served the 
congregation until 1924- when he resigned to accept a call to Memorial 
Congregation of Pittsburgh, Pa. 

From 1924 until 1927, Rev. Edgar Fischer served as Pastor: It wasIdur-
: ing Pastor. Fischer's pastorate the Luther League was organized. 

• 

• At a congregational meeting on February 15, 1927, the congregation 
decided to build a basement to be used for the Sunday School room. The 
men worked very hard, for this was a difficult undertaking. The tOtal cost 
of this project was two . thousand, five hundred and . eleven dollars. The 
basement was dedicated on Sunday, November 20, 1927. Rev. Alberti 
Preadhed the dedication sermon. Rev. rischer and Rev. Stockmann ad-
dressed the *Sunday. SChool and Luther League. Pastor FiScher resigned in 
1927 and Rev. Kurt Sobbe served the congregation until October 1930: 

• From 1981-1938 Rev. John Harnester wag pastor. Special ,services 
Were held in August 1934 to commemorate the sixty-fifth anniversary of 
the building of the church. Rev. Austin Roeder, of Christ Church, .Roches-
ter (the first child to be baptized in the church) preached at the afternoon 
service, using for, his text Romans 1:16. Rev. 0. : Stocktnann preached a 
brief serMon in German. The choir of Zion Lutheran Church, Stratford 
sang at this service. The evening service featured choirs from Brodhagen, 
Philipsburg, Sebastopol and Wellesley. Rev. Kirchhofer of Philipsburg, as-
'sisted 'PastOr Hamester at this service. 

, In 1935, Hydro was donated and installed in the church. The cost was 
&Mated as a 'memorial to Mrs. Hannah Junker. 

In 1939, Rev. Wm. Notting came to serve the congregation. Pastor 
Hamester resigned to accept a call to Pembroke. During this year the 
present church shed was built. In 1940, the cement sideWalk and, church 
steps were donated in memory of Mrs. Catharine Knechtel. 

A new Minshall Electric organ was installed and dedicated on May 9, 
1943. Pastor H. R. Mosig of New Hamburg was the guest speaker. 

Pastor Nolting accepted a call to Williamsburg and a call was- sent 



to Rev. H. Binhammer of Normanby Parish. Installation took place on July 
2, 1944. 

October 8, 1944, the seventy-fifth anniversary was celebrated. Rev. E. 
Fischer preached at the morning service and Rev. 0. Stockmann at the 
evening service. On Thursday evening, October 12, the organizations of the 
congregation celebrated this occasion with a special festival service. Dr. 
J. Schmeider addressed the Ladies Aid Society and the Choir. Rev. H. 
Nuhn addressed the Sunday School and the Luther League. 

In 1948, the parsonage property was sold to Mr. Conrad Lindner. 

In 1952, the church was renovated. The side galleries removed and the 
church lengthened by 15 feet for a chancel. A new furnace was installed, 
the church floor covered with tile and the main aisles with red carpet. 
Total cost approximately twenty thousand dollars. 

The re-dedication Services were held on November 30, 1952. Pastor 
l3inhammer dedicated the numerous gifts and memorials, which included a 
new altar, pulpit, lectern, clergy chairs, 14 memorial windows, lectern 
Bible, Pulpit Bible and light, altar Service Book, offering plates, para-
ments, hymn board and numbers and new church doors. Rev. W. Nolting 
preached the Dedication sermon and the choir from St. Peter's Church, 
Gadshillo, sang special anthems. At the afternoon service, Rev. 0. Stock-
mann, Tavistock preached. Trinity choir of Tavistock sang two numbers. 
At the evening service, Rev. E. Fischer preached the sermon and Rev. Kurt 
Sobbe was the liturgist. St. James' choir sang a special anthem. 

In 1953, Rev. Binhammer resigned as pastor because of illness. From 
1954-1959, Rev. Ralph Huras served the congregation. Rev. Walter Becker 
served from 1959-1961. 

In 1960, the interior and exterior of the church were painted at a cost 
of seven hundred and twenty-five dollars. The interior woodwork was var-
nished at a cost of eighty-five dollars and donated by the late Mrs. Edward 
Lantz. 

On Sunday, May 28, 1961, Rev. Elmer S. Oleson was installed. He ser-
ved the congregation until 1965. Improvements made to the church in the 
next few years include the installation of an oil burner in the furnace in 
1961, Water was piped into the church kitchen in 1962. Extensive repairs 
were made to the church steeple in 1965. 

On Sunday, July 10, 1966, our present pastor, Rev. Orval Jansen was 
installed by Dr. Albert Latz. Under his pastorate St. James' is continuing 
to take an active interest in the Lord's work. 

Since 1966, one quarter acre of land has been added to the church 
cemetery. Electric heating was installed in the basement in 1967. During 
the past year, the congregation began preparations for the observance of 
the One Hundredth Anniversary of the organization of the congregation. 
An addition has been built to the church to be used for wash rooms and 
cloak room and a new roof put on the church. 

The congregation numbers one hundred and fifty-one confirmed mem-
bers. 



THE LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 

The present L.C.W. organization was first organized in 1935 as the "Ladies 
Aid" of St. James' Congregation, under the leadership of Rev. Hamester. 
The first officers elected were: President, Mrs. George Hoffman; Vice-
President, Mrs. John Horst; Secretary, Mrs. Victor Cook; Treasurer, Miss 
Melinda Lindner. Eighteen members signed the first membership roll, of 
whom four are L.C.W. members today, namely Mrs. Albert Stueck, Mrs. 
Clayton Roeder, Mrs. Edwin Dotzert and Miss Martha Lindner. 

The purpose of the organization has always been to aid the congre-
gation with repairs and renovations, and to do Christian works. In keeping 
with -this purpose the following items are mentioned as some of the help 
given. In 19:s7, two swing doors were purchased for the interior of the 
church. In 1968, a donation of two hundred dollars was given to the new 
church shed fund. The balance owing on the new electric organ was paid 
in 1943. When the church was renovated in 1952, a new altar and pulpit 
were bought at a cost of one thousand, five hundred and sixteen dollars. 
In 1958, a film and slide projector was purchased. Ten stack tables were 
purchased in 1962. A tape recorder was bought in 1967 so that church 
services could be brought to the shut-in. There are many other smaller 
but worthwhile contributions which have been made in the past 33 years. 

In Christian works, the sick and shut-in have always been remembered; 
the Red Cross supported, and monthly church bulletins sponsored. In 1946, 
a donation of sixty dollars was given to European relief, and five hundred 
and fifty-three articles of clothing packed for war refugees. Thirty-seven 
food parcels were packed for war relief work in 1948. An estimated one 
thousand pounds of bedding and clothing were packed in 1958 for L.W.A. 
Donations have also been made to the Sunbeam Home, Waterloo Seminary 
and Auxiliary as well as other worthy causes. Contributions to missions 
are given annually. 

St. James' Ladies Aid reorganized as St. James' Lutheran Church 
Women in 1963. The present officers are: President, Mrs. George Lindner; 
Vice-president, Mrs. Norman Snider; Secretary, Mrs. John Lindner; Trea-
surer, Mrs. Gordon Hammer. The present membership numbers 26 mem-
bers. 

THE LUTHER LEAGUE 

On September 30, 1925, a Young Peoples' Association of St. James' 
Lutheran Church was organized under the leadership of Rev. Edgar Fisch-
er. Twelve members signed the first membership roll. The first executive 
was: John Quehl, President; Viola Schmidt, Secretary; Lulu Roeder, Trea-
surer. Meetings were held the second and fourth Wednesday evenings of 
every month. 

This organization was dedicated to the task of keeping the youth of 
the church with Christ. During the following years the young people took 
an active interest in the work of the church. 

In November 1925, Miss Szember, a missionary nurse, on furlough 
spoke concerning her work in India. An operating table was donated to 
Miss Szember by the Association. 



The Luther League — (continued) 

In 1926, the Reading Lectern, presently used in our Sunday Church 
School room, was donated to the church. In this same year, the name of 
the Young Peoples' Association was changed to Luther League of St. 
James' Church, N. Easthope. 

The Luther League had a membership of thirty-one members in 1931. 
A day of fellowship with seven surrounding leagues was enjoyed on 

July 1, 1932. In April 1933, the Luther League built a lawn fence around 
the parsonage. 

A Missal Stand was presented to the congregation on August 2, 1936. 
During the second World War, letter writing socials, special offerings for 
war services, and "welcome home socials" were held. 

In 1947, the League of St. James' was awarded the Attendance Ban-
ner at the Stratford District Luther League Convention. 

They also took an active interest in district activities and in 1948 the 
League was host to the Stratford District Spring Rally with 190 Leaguers 
in attendance. In 1951, the Luther League first participated in the District 
Drama Festival. 

Oak offering plates, and a brass receiving basin were donated for the 
newly renovated church in 1952. 

In 1959, the Leagues of St. James' N. Easthope, St. Mark's, Wellesley 
and St. Peter's, Gadshill became a Parish Luther League. 

Throughout all of these years, interesting studies on the Bible, cate-
chism and current events have been the main topic study at meetings in 
order that members might increase their knowledge of the Word of God 
and to apply Biblical truths to their everyday life. 

ST. JAMES' SUNDAY SCHOOL 

The Sunday School was organized in 1869 under the guidance of Pas-
tor John Muenzinger. Very little is recorded of the work of the Sunday 
School during the early years. Sunday School was not held during the 
winter months because of road conditions. 

As far back as we have records the school has been self-supporting. 
In 1914, thirty copies of "Unser Lieder Buch" were purchased for the 
Sunday School. The first Superintendent of which we have record was 
Mr. Henry G. Schmidt in 1916. 

In 1931 the Sunday School partially adopted the English language, 
alternating English and German every Sunday. In 1940 the German lan-
guage was discontinued. 

Our Christmas Program has always been held on December 24th. The 
Sunday School supports Home and Foreign Mission works. They have pur-
chased drapes and tracks, fluorescent lights, chairs, tables and many 
other articles and books for our Sunday School room. 

Since 1959, the Sunday School is held during the entire year. In 1965 
the new curriculum for teaching was adopted. Our present enrolment is 
fifty-four pupils and nine teachers. 


