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Afterword 

This compilation of the history of our church 
is, at best, only a partial account. We are 
richer because of those who have gone before. 
Faith in God was their prime asset. We pray 
that this Faith in God may be strong in our 
generation also, for the future belongs to those 
who with Faith, Hope and Love, plan for it. 

For 125 years of Blessing, we give God the 
Glory. 

St. James 125th Anniversary Celebrations 
Planning Committee 

Publicity - Joan Schmidt, Sherry Lantz. 

Guest List - Julie Horst, Beth Schlueter. 

Food Committee - Irene Glab, Carol Horst, Ruth 
Lantz, Loretta Horst, Reta Kneisel, Mildred 
Lantz, Elaine Snider, Loreen Becker. 

Fellowship & Public Relations - Fred Lindner. 

Souvenir & Momentos - Irene Glab, Sylvia Roth. 

Heritage Committee - Sylvia Roth, Jim Stueck. 

Historical 	Committee 	- 	Doris 	Lindner, 
chairperson; Austin & .Vi Schmidt, Kevin 
Beatty. 

Worship - Pastor Wilmer Minke t  Vi Schmidt, 
Sharon Lindner, Kevin Beatty. 

Property & Services - Brad Lindner, Jim Stueck. 



Dr. Martin Luther's Seal Explanation 

The first thing expressed in my seal is a cross, 
black, within the heart, to put me in mind that 
faith in Christ crucified saves us. "For with 
the heart man believeth unto righteousness." 
Now, although the cross is black, mortified, and 
intended to cause pain, yet it does not change 
the colour of the heart, does not destroy nature 
- i.e., does not kill, but keeps alive. "For 
the just shall live by faith," - by faith in the 
Saviour. But this heart is fixed upon the 
centre of a white rose, to show that faith 
causes joy, consolation and peace. The rose is 
white, not red, because white is the ideal 
colour of all angels and blessed spirits. This 
rose, moreover, is fixed in a sky-coloured 
ground, to denote that such joy of faith in the 
spirit is but an earnest and beginning of 
heavenly joy to come, as anticipated and held by 
hope, though not yet revealed. And around this 
groundbase is a golden ring, to signify that 
such bliss in heaven is endless, and more 
precious than all joys and treasures, since gold 
is the best and most precious metal. Christ, 
our dear Lord, He will give grace unto eternal 
life. AMEN. 



Dear Members and Friends of St. James': 

As we celebrate the 125th anniversary of our 
congregation what more appropriate symbol could 
we find than the cross - to point out the 
meaning of this historic moment? 
The first arm of the CROSS points upward - 
reminding us that this congregation is God's 
creation, and must live its life in the light 
of that fact. 
The second arm of the CROSS points DOWNWARD - 
reminding us that God, through Christ, has come 
down to where human beings live and points us to 
those whom we serve in love. 
The third arm of the CROSS points BACK into the 
past - reminding us we are bound together in a 
family of faith which spans a century and a 
quarter of this congregation's existence. 
The fourth arm of the CROSS points AHEAD of us 
- reminding us we are called by God to journey 
onward with Him in faith. 
The future lies before us as a blank page on 
which you and I are called by God to inscribe 
His Name through lives of commitment and 
service. Knowing God holds the future, we can 
celebrate the century and a quarter of life He 
has given and in faith look to the future with 
renewed dedication. 
During the last eleven years we have enjoyed 
many happy times together, also times of sadness 
and sorrow. I thank you for the support in our 
sponsoring the Martell family from El Salvador. 
This was an important outreach, both for the 
family receiving the help and for the growth of 
the members of the congregation. 
While there has been minimal 
growth in numbers, the 
leadership of the Sunday 
Church School, the Luther 
League and the loyal support 
of the Lutheran Church Women 
has shown the potential of a 
viable and dynamic small 
congregation. 
Your loving care and concern 
is evident, St. James Church 



certainly is - "a pretty, little country 
church." . 
God's richest blessings on this your 
25th anniversary. 

Your Pastor 
Wilmer E. Minke 

1870 
1874 
1876 

- 1874 
- 1876 
- 1887 

Pastors of St. James' 

John MUnzinger 
Christian Springer 
John Strempher 

1887 - 1889 E. Hoffmann 
1889 - 1896 H. Sander 
1896 - 1912 Eberhard Holm 
1912 - 1917 Otto Stockman 
1917 - 1920 John Alberti 
1921 - 1924 0. Bleuhdorn 
1924 - 1927 Edgar Fischer 
1928 - 1930 Kurt Sobbe 
1931 - 1938 John Hamester 
1938 - 1943 William Nolting 
1944 - 1953 Herbert Binhammer 
1953 - 1959 Ralph Huras 
1959 - 1961 Walter Becker 
1961 - 1965 Elmer S. Oleson 
1966 - 1981 Orval E. Jansen 
1982 - 1993 Wilmer E. Minke 



On Serving at St. James' 

The first time I drove to St. James Lutheran 
Church I was delighted by the sight of it - high 
on a hill, its white spire reaching heavenward, 
its red brick exterior exuding stability. There 
it stood, proclaiming a witness to the 
faithfulness of God in gathering together a 
people who have worked and worshipped together 
for 125 years and to the love of its people for 
their church in its well-cared-for lawns, 
flowerbeds and its quiet cemetery. 
I have come to appreciate more than your fine 
building, however, for I have come to appreciate 
and to love you. I have experienced first hand 
your generous hospitality, your loyalty to 
tradition, your commitment to each other as the 
family of God and most of all your quiet and 
steadfast faith. I have glimpsed your future in 
your vital Sunday Church School and Luther 
League; I have thrilled to see your Council 
struggle with new visions for the future. All 
of this speaks of your commitment and 
faithfulness to God and to St. James that will 
provide the foundation for whatever lies ahead. 
In the changing and challenging world we live 
in there are many ways to measure the success of 
a church. 	For some it is the size of its 
membership roster; for others, it is the colour 
of the ink in its budget's bottom line. But 
perhaps the only worthwhile measure is to live 
and work with its people and experience their 
faithfulness, love and compassion. It is this 
measure which is so evident in you. 	For 125 
years St. James has survived because of God and 
because you are a faithful people of God. It 
has been a privilege and a pleasure to be in 
your midst and I pray that you will continue 
to be faithful to God and nurture the loving 
community which God has made you and called you 
to be. For it will be your faithfulness, your 
love and your compassion which will ensure a 
bright future for you for years to come. 
Blessings, 
Judith A. C. Williams 
Parish Assistant, 1992-93 



A Brief History of st. James Lutheran Church 

1868 - Oct. 17th - The first meeting to organize 
a church was held with 18 members present. 
They resolved to build a church on the farm of 
Christian Alles who donated half an acre of 
land. An additional quarter acre was 
purchased for $20.00. 

- Nov. 7th - Plans were made to build a brick 
church and steeple. 	Building was to start 
early in the spring. 

- December - The congregation was organized as 
St. James' Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
North Easthope Township. 

1869 - July 5th - The cornerstone was laid by 
Pastor Miinzinger. It contained a New 
Testament, Catechism, Hymn Book, a history of 
the church and some old coins. 

- Oct. 10th - The church was dedicated to the 
glory of God by Pr. MUnzinger. Rev. Christian 
Spring preached the dedication sermon in the 
German language in the forenoon and in the 
English language in the afternoon, taking for 
his text Habakkuk 2:20. Rev. Zahn preached at 
the evening service, using for his text Acts 
2:42. 	Music was supplied by the Tavistock 
Brass Band. 

- Nov. 28th - The first Call, signed_by forty 
members, was extended to Rev. John Munzinger. 

- The Sunday School was organized. 

- Dec. 26th - The first Holy Communion was 
celebrated 	and 	attended 	by 	fifty-one 
communicants. 



1873 - The congregation decided to build a 
church shed. 

1875 - The congregation joined the Stratford 
District of the Canada Synod. 

1880 - The congregation built a Parsonage and 
barn. 

1882 - An addition was built to the Parsonage 
for teaching Confirmation classes. 

1884 - Mar. 23rd - an 800 lb. Concordia bell 
was purchased and dedicated by the 
President of Synod, the Rev. Veit. 

1890 - Sept. 17th - A new church steeple was 
dedicated. 

1898 - An addition was built to the church 
shed. 

1904 - A new ceiling was put in the church and 
the interior redecorated. A bequest from 
the estate of Miss Anna Koch was used to 
buy a red velvet carpet and new red 
paraments. The brass candle holders and 
Altar cross presently used on the Altar 
were donated by the late John and Margaret 
Berg of Amulree. 

1910 - The Parsonage was enlarged and the 
entire house was bricked. 

1915 - A well was drilled at the parsonage. 

1916 - A church seal was purchased. 	It was 
centred with a cross with the name and 
place of the congregation encircling it. 

1919 - The interior of the church was 
redecorated. 	New chancel chairs were 
installed. 	The exterior of the church, 
including the brick, was painted. 



- Nov. 5th - The church was rededicated on the 
50th Anniversary of the building of the 
church. 

1920 - Feb. 8th - The Baptismal Font, presently 
used in the church, was dedicated. The text 
for this occasion was Matt. 28:18-20. 

1925 - The Luther League was organized under 
the leadership of the Rev. Edgar Fischer. 

1927 - A basement was built under the church. 
This was a difficult undertaking and the men 
worked hard. It was dedicated on Nov. 20, 
1987. 

1934 - August - The 65th Anniversary of the 
church was celebrated with special services. 
The Rev. Austin Roeder of Christ Church, 
Rochestser, N.Y., a son of the congregation 
and the first child to be baptized in the 
church, preached at the afternoon service. 
His text was Romans 1:16. Christ Church 
donated the window above the front entrance to 
the church, to the glory of God, in memory of 
his parents, Conrad and Mary Roeder. Mrs. 
Lucinda Schmidt, of Ratzburg, a former Sunday 
School teacher was honoured at this service 
and presented with a Bible and flowers by 
members of the cradle roll class who recited 
Psalm 23. 

1935 - The E.L.W. of today was first organized 
as the "Ladies Aid" of St. James' 
congregation, under the leadership of the Rev. 
Hamester. 

- Hydro was installed in the church. The 
cost was donated as a memorial to Mrs. Hannah 
Junker. 

1938 - Duplex Envelopes were adopted. 

1943 - A new Minshall electric organ was 
purchased. 



1945 - The new church shed, still in use today, 
was built. 

1948 - The parsonage was sold to Mr. Conrad 
Lindner. 

1952 - The church was renovated; the side 
galleries were removed and the church 
lengthened by fifteen feet for a Chancel; 
a new furnace was installed; the church 
floor was covered with tile and the main 
aisles with red carpet, donated by the late 
Mrs. Adeline Lantz. The dedication service 
was held November 30th, 1952. 

1960 - The exterior brick and woodwork of the 
church was painted. New Red Hymnals were 
purchased and used. 

1962 - Water was piped into the church kitchen. 

1966 - A quarter acre of land was purchased and 
added to the cemetery. 

1968 - A cloakroom and washrooms were built on 
the East side of the church. A new roof 
was put on the church proper. 

- July 7th - The 100th Anniversary Services 
were held. The morning service was held at 
10:30 am with the Rev. William Nolting as 
Guest Speaker. The Rev. Edgar Fischer was 
Guest Speaker at the 2:30 pm afternoon 
service, at which time the new addition was 
dedicated. 

- August - A new Baldwin electric organ was 
purchased for $3,348.00. 

- Sept. 8th - A cemetery Memorial 
Service was led by Guest Speaker, the 
Rev. John Hamester. 



1971 - A new ceiling was installed in the 
basement, the walls insulated and panelled. 

1973 - A new piano was purchased for the church 
basement. 

1974 - Cupboards were installed in the church 
basement. 

- Our Benevolence Offering reached 
158.2%! 

1980 - The Chancel light was installed as a 
memorial for Mrs. Mable Knechtel. 

1983 - The Paschal Candleholder and candles 
were donated by Annie Schmidt in memory of 
Wilford Schmidt. 

1984 - The main church and gallery were 
carpeted. 

1987 - New front doors were installed and the 
interior and entrance repaired. A new oil 
burner was installed in the heating system. 

- Karen Beatty was the first woman to be 
elected to Church Council. 

1988 - The Lutheran Refugee Sponsorship Program 
began at St. James'. 

1992 - An electronic keyboard and a Memorial 
Book were donated in memory of Karen Beatty. 
A Communion Chalice with pouring 
lip in memory of Alena Dotzert; two wooden 
Communion tables in memory of Conrad and 
Mayetta Luckhardt and John and Florence Lantz; 
Communion trays and glasses in memory of 
Alfred and Louisa Burchatzki. 

- Extensive repairs were made to the Church 
steeple at a cost of $34,575.00. 

1993 - Purple paraments were donated in memory 
of Jozef Glab. 



Statistical Report 

Baptized Members 	 204 
Sunday Church School enrollment 	35 
Evangelical Lutheran Women 	 23 
Luther League 	 14 
(this is the number of St. James' members 
in the Wellesley Parish Luther League) 

Church Council 1993-1994 

Back Row, L-R: Stan Schippling; Beth Schippling; 
Brad Lindner, Chairperson; Albert Lindner. 

Front Row, L-R: Jim Stueck; Judith A.C. 
Williams, Parish Assistant; Kevin Beatty. 

Absent: Brian Kneisel. 


